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SERMON, Kc. 


Breriel XX. 22. 


Never heleſs 1 withdrew mine hand, and Twroue ht for 
my name's fake, that it ſhould not be polluted in the fig ht 


of the heathen, 


If] is of great 1 to the Chriſtian to 


poſſeſs a diſtin& and comprehenfive knowledge of the 


doctrine of ſcripture, in reſpect of the Lord's providen- 


tial dealings with nations who enjoy the light of revela- 


tion; and of his own duty in this particular. For this 


would ſuperſede a variety of quefions and d jſcuſſions, 
- which prevent numbers from joining cordially either in 
Prayer for publick mercics, or thankſgivings for them 


when evidently vouchfafed. It would teach us to con- 


ſider all creatures as inſtruments in the hand of Him 


who worketh all things after the counſel of his own 


„ will ; and ſhew us that our humiliation as ſinners 


before him, or cur eratitude for unmerited comfor 48% 


has nothing to do with our approbation, Or diſappro- 
| bation of men or meaſures; except as in caſe of ap- 
probation we have additional cauſe for gratitude, in 
caſe of SON: tor deeper humiliation. 2 Sam. 


xxiv. 1. 2 Chron. il. 11.) 


Lit it then be allowed, (and who can deny it ?) that 


this nation has been peculiarly favoured by the merciful 


providence of God: and waving but by no means 
7 . Welding 


+1 
welding the queſtion concerning public meaſures, 1 
would aſk ſuch as continue diſſatisfied, whether Elijah | 
was the leſs bound to thank the Lord for his daily pro- 
viſion becauſe it was ſent him by ravens ? whether David 
did wrong in bleſſing God for ſeaſonable deliverance 
from the rage of Saul, becauſe he could not approve 
the conduct of the Philiſtines, whoſe ſudden inv aſion 
called away his perſecutor ?—or whether the primitive 
Chriſtians, during 300 years under pagan emperors, 
generally of very bad character, and moſt of them per- 
ſecutors, were never called on to thank the Lord for 
their ſhare in publick Peace or exemption from na- 
tional calamities? Alas, in how few ages and places, 
if this reſerve be admitted, have Chriſtians been ſo 
much as required to be thankful for national mercies! 
How ſmall a tribute of praiſe muſt our gracious God 


receive from his whole church in this behalf 
My brethren, we do not meet together at this time, 


to enquire what men have been doing; but what the 
Lord hath done for us as a guilty nat ion. « He hath 
e not dealt with us according to our ſins, neither hath 
he rewarded us after our iniquities :” but © he hath. 
<« withdrawn his hand, and wrought for his name's 
_* ſake, that it ſhould not be polluted in the fight of 
60 the heathen.” In Proſecuting this ſubject, I ſhall, 


FT: Make ſome brief obſervations on the text, 
as illuſtrated by the Lord' J dealings with the 
nation of Iſracl. 


8 II. More fully conſider the words as applica- 
ble to the preſent circumſtances of this our 


favourcd land. 
Sh, Then. 


E 
I. Then, I ſhall make ſome brief obſervations 
on the text, as illuſtrated by the Lord's dealings 
with the nation of Iſrael. = 


If we caref; ully weigh the import of a few remarkable 
paſſages of ſcripture, we ſhall find them throw much 
light on the ſubject, and prepare the way for all our 
ſubſequent enquiries. When Iſrael had made and wor- 
ſhipped the golden calf, the Lord ſaid to Moſes, 
No therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax 
c hot againſt them, and that I may conſume them; 
and I will make of thee a great nation. And Moles 
e beſought the Lord his God, and ſaid, Why doth thy 
„ wrath wax hot againſt thy people, which thou haſt 
brought forth out of the land of Egypt, with great 
« power and with a mighty hand? Wherefore ſhnould 
« the Egyptians ſpeak and ſay, For miſchief did he 
* bring them out to flay them in the mountains? 
Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil 
c againſt thy people. Remember Abraham, and Iſaac, 
* and Jacob, thy ſervants, to whom thou ſwareſt by 
8 thine own ſelf, and ſaidſt unto them, I will multiply 


your ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and all this land that 


I have ſpoken of will I give unto your ſeed, and they 

„ ſhall inherit it for ever! And the Lord repented of 
5 the evil, which he thought to do unto his people.” 

: (Exod. xxxli. 9—14.) On this occaſion, you perceive 

that he © withdrew his hand and wrought for his name's 

„ ſake,” When the Iſraclites“ gelpied the pleaſant 

land, and believed not the word of the Lord,” He 

ſaid to Moſes, 1 will ſmite them with the peſtilence, 

and diſinherit them.— And Moſes ſaid unto the 

e OS. e Lord, 


BELL 


* Lord, Then the Egyptians ſhall hear of it; for thou 


| broughteſt this people by thy might from among, 
_* them: and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this 
land; for they have heard that thou, Lord, art among 
this people, that thou, Lord, art ſeen face to face, 
and that thy cloud ſtandeth over them, and that thou 


andi in a pillar of fire by night. —Now if thou ſhalt 


* which have heard the fame of thee, will ſpeak, ſaying, 


_* becauſe the Lord was not able to bring this people 
«© into the land which he {ware unto them, therefore he 
„ hath ſlain them in the wilderneſs.” (Numb. xiv. 


5 11—23.) In anſwer to this ſupplication the Lord again 


* withdrew his hand, and wrought for his name's ſake, 


that it ſhouid not be polluted in the light of the 
« heathen.” 


Joſhua alfo pleated in the ſame manner, when ſome 


of the people were ſlain by the men of Ai. © O Lord, 


what thall I fav, when Iſrael turneth their backs be- 


6 fore their enemies! ? Fer the Canaanites, and the 
inhabitants of the land ſhall hear of 1t, and ſhall en- 
„ yiron us round and ſhall cut off our name from the 


© earth; and what Wilt tou do tinto thy e great name“ 


(Joch. vil. 7-—9.) 


The pious and animated dreſs of David to Goliath 


was made at a time, when the conduct and meaſures of 


King Saul could not but be juſtly diſapproved by all 
pious Iſraclites: yet he aſſigned the ſame reaſon, why 
rhe Lord would deliver Goliath into lus hand, and the 


Wuitines into the hand: of Ittacl, namely, © that al 


the 


goeſt before them, by day: time in a pillar of a cloud, 


kill all this people, as one man; then the nations 


WP xd 


* x 


7 TT 

* the earth may know that there is a God in Ifrael!“ 
{1 Sam. xvii. 45-47.) Hezekiah's plea, in prayer for 
deliverance from Sennacherib, and the Aſſyrians, was 


this, „ that all the kingdoms of the earth may know, 
& that thou art the Lord God, even ow: Oy. 
72 Kings xix. 15—19. 6 5 


The plea of Jeremiah, during a terrible droughtt, «Q 
Lord, though our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do it 


« for thy name's fake ;” (Jer. xiv. 7.): and that of Da- 
r thy} 


e mel during the Babyloniſh captivity, (Dan. ix. 18, 


19 ;) with very SIR others which might be adduced, 


abundantly teach u „that Iſrael, even when deferving 


the ſevereſt vengeance, was frequently placed in ſuch 
: circumſtances, that the honour of God was concerned 


In ſparing and delivering them. 

The chapter, whence the text is choſen, introduce: 
Jehovah recapitulating to the prophet, a variety of in- 
ſtances of this kind, and repeatedly fubjoining, But 
<« I vrought for my name's ſake, that it ſhould not be 
«« polluted before the heathen, among whom they 


„ were.” From this recapitulation we may e 


that the 1 ord had Called Abraham, and had engaged to 
him, by covenant and by cath, to render his poſterit y 
exccedingly numerous, to give them the land of Ca- 


Haan, and 0 raiſe up the Neſſiah from among them: 
and that he had ratified this engagement in the {ame 
manner to Itaac and Jacob. But when the deſcendents 


of theſe patriarchs had been increaſed to a vaſt mul- 
titude in Koypt, they had to degenerated from the 


Piety of their anceſtors, and had become ſo vile by their 


zniquities and idolatrics, that they ivitly deſerved de- 
ſtruction, 


1 
ſtruction, at the very time when the Lord had purpoſed 
their deliverance. Yet if he had cut them off by ſome 
| tremendous judgment, or left them in Egyptian bon- 
dage ; the honour of his faithfulneſs and mercy would 
have been tarniſhed ; his promiſe would have been 
broken, his covenant would have failed, and his whole 
plan concerning the Meſſiah have been diſconcerted. He 
therefore, ſpared and delivered them, though unworthy, 
for his own name's ſake. 

The Lord had ſent to Pharaoh, calling Iſrael his ſon, 
yea, his frſt born, and he demanded of him to- let his 
« ſon go that he might ſerve him :'* but Pharaoh 
| havughtily replied, Who is Jehovah? 1 know not 
« Jehovah, neither will I let Iſrael go.” Thus the 

conteſt was begun; and not only the Egyptians, but 
cre long all the neighbouring nations, were fixed in at- 
tention waiting for the event. Now, if the Lord, pro- 
| voked by Iſrael's ſin, had deſiſted from his demand and 
had left the people in bondage, Pharaoh would have 
ſeemed victorious, and he as well as others would have 
concluded that Jchovah was unable to deliver his peo- 
| ple. The honour of his eternal power and Godhead 
was therefore concerned in effecting their deliverance. 
When this had been accompliſhed by << a mighty 

hand and an out-ſtretched arm,“ and the Jaws, ordi- 
nances, and oracles of ehovah had been communicated 
to them, they renewed their rebellions, and by moſt 
aggravated crimes provoked the Lord to keep them 
forty years in the wilderneſs, till nearly all tliat gene- 
ration was dead. But if he had cut them off entirely, 

and had not put the poſterity of Abraham, Laac, and 
Jacob 


PEEK: 
Jacob in poſſeſſion of Canaan ; not only would his oath 
and promiſe have failed, but the E2yptians, Canzamtes, 
and ſurrounding nations would have blaſphemed bis 
great name, as if he had bee -n unable to fulfil his eu- 
gagements, and thus likewiſe they would have beea 
hardened in their idolatry and wickedneſs. 
During a long courſe of years, after the nation was 
ſettled in Canaan, the intereſt, and almoſt the exiſt- 
ence, of true religion in the world, was, according to 
the plan of infinite wiſdom, inſeparable from the pre- 
ſervation of Iſrael, as a diſtinct people: and how great 
ſoever their provocations were, the honour of God was 
thus concerned in preventing the complete ſucceſs of 
their idolatrous neighbours againſt them, though they 
were uſed as ſcourges for their frequent and ſevere 
chaſtiſement. Nor, till the coming of the promiſed 
Meſſiah, could it conſiſt with the glory of the Lord, to 


Pour out his vengeance upon the nation, and wholly to 


deprive them of their diſtinguiſhed advantages. But 
after that event, his plan no more required their pre- 
ſervation as his viſible church; and ſo wrath came upon 
them to the uttermoſt. 
There was likewiſe, through every age, a pious rem- 
nant in the land, to whom the promiſes eſpecially be- 
longed, and with whom the covenant was ratified. 
| Theſe perſons prayed continually in behalf of the church _ 
and nation, according to the examples before adduced : 
and the honour of God required, that ſuch prayers 
ſhould be anſwered, and that his promites ſhould be | 
_ fulfilled to thoſe who thus laid hold on his covenant. 
On all theſe accounts Je hovah « withdrew his hand, 
| and 


#2] 


and wrought for his name's ſake, tliat it ſhould not 


be polluted in the ſight of the heathen:“ otherwife, 
the crimes of Iſrael were ſo numerous and heinous, that 
he would have permitted their inſulting enemies to 
effect their deſtruction ; nay, he would immediately 


by his own ca have made them like unto Sodom 


and Gomorrah.- We proceed, 


II. More particularly to conſider the words of 


the text, as applicable to the preſent circum nitances 
of theſe nations. And, | 


(1) 1 ſhall take this occaſion to recapitulate, in a 


compendious manner, what God hath wrought in our 


behalf, ſince the beginning of the preſent convulſions 


in Europe: and while the ſeveral particulars are no- 
ticed, 1t will, I think, appear evident to every ſerious 
mind, that the Lord himſelf hath graciouſly interpoſed 


in our bchalf. If it had not been the Lord who was 
on our fide, now may Lirael ſay; if it had not been 
„the Lord who was on our fide, when men roſe up 


againſt us: then they had fwallowed us up quick, 
« when their wrath was kindled againſt us. T hen the 
Waters had overwhelmed us, the ſtream had gone 
*© over our ſoul. Bleed be the Lord who hath nor 
given us over for a prey unto their teeth.” (P{.cxx1v./ 

It is well known, that ſoon after the commencement 
of theſe bloody conteſts, which have waſted Europe, 


and deſtroyed many millions of her inhabitants, Great 


Britain was eſpecially marked out as the victim of that 


power, whom God has employed as his ſcourge among 


the nations. Our pro! Perity was envled, our wealth, 
commerce. 
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commerce, and naval proweſs were coveted, and bitter 


reſentment for ſuppoſed injuries was avowed. Yet, 


while the nations of Europe, with but few exceptions, 


have witneffed and experienced, in a moſt tremendous 


manner, the horrors and miſeries of war; we have, 


during a courſe of years, had peace in our borders. 


Doubtleſs our exceſſive affluence, the fuel and incentive 

of as exceili ve pride and luxury, hath been diminiſhed ; 

and many hard] {hips have been felt by numbers, who are 
ntitled to our ſy mpathy and affiſtance : but our cities 


1 5 not been reduced to ruinous heaps by dreadful 


ſieves ; ; we have not ſeen our ſtieets flowing with human 


blood or ſtrewed with mangled bodies; nor have we 
heard the piercing groans of the wounded and dying, 


nor the more durable lamentations of their diſtreſſed 
ſurvivors. We are moſt of us happi'y unable to form 
a conception of the terrors and miteries, incident to the 


feat of war ; or of the ſcenes which are witneſſed, when 


an inſulting victorious army preſcribes ſcarcely any 
bounds to rapine, cruelty, and brutal luſt, Nor have 
deſolated fields, and the tmoking ruins of towns and 
villages, pained our eyes, when we have had occaſion to 
journey through the country. Oh, my brethren, no- 
thing can give us an adequate idea of the tremendous 
horrors of this ſcourge of God! Eyen t hoſe, who pro- 
feſfedly record the hiſtory of battles and f ieges, draw a 
veil over the frightful ſcenes, from which the imagina- 
tion would otherwite turn with diſguſt and terror; or 
rather they embelliſh them with the falſe glitter of mili- 


tary glory, and the | plendid atchievements of particular 


warriors. But t the attentive enquirer wall learn enough 
5 fron: 


E001] 
from various facts and circumſtances, to value a land of. 
peace above all temporal good; and, if piouſly diſpoſed, 
to blets God for ſuch a privilege, whatever it coſt, and 
whatever loſs or burden he ſuſtain in order to preſerve 
Ik. 


That hidden fire alto, which une xpecteqiy burſt fort!! 
in ſuch tremendous convulſions on the continent, has 
been clearly proved to have abo:nded at the ſame period 
in this country: and many ſymptons cauſed great 

alarms of inſurrections, civil wars, revolutions, and mal- 
| facres, like thoſe which have been, in ſome reſpects, even 
more horrible than war itlelf, in a neighbouring coun- 
try: while the conſciouſneſs of ingratitude for our pe- 
culiar privileges increaſed our apprehenſions concerning 
the event. Yet during ſo many years the Lord hath 
preſerved us and very little indeed hath occurred in 
_ this iſland, to cauſe the ſhedding of human blood, either 
by the ſword of war, or by that of the execuiioner. For 
« he that ſtilleth the raging of the ſea,” hath hitherto 
AT the madneſs of the people: and great is the 
debt of gratitude we owe him on that account. 

Whatever advantages may eventually ariſe from the 
_ dreadful tranſactions on the Continent ; (for d loubtlef« 
God will overrule them for ſome wiſe and gracious pur- 
poſe z) all, who love the holy day of the Lord, the 
ordinances of his courts, and the liberty of attending 


on them without interruption, muſt, if properly in- 
formed, have felt great anxiety about the event. The 
legal abolition of the Chriſtian ſabbath, the ſubſtitution 
of a heathen decade, and the ſhutting up, wholly or in 

part, voy: many places of worſhip, on yarious political 
pretences. 


1 
pretences, wherever the enemy hath obtained the af. 
_ cendency ; when confidered as connected with the moſt 
avowed infidelity and even atheiſm, and the determined 
enmity againſt Chriſtianity, which diſtinguithed many 
of the principal actors in thoſe tcenes, had a very dil- 
mal aſpect on our religious privileges, on the condi- 
tion in this rc pect of our poſterity, and on the intereſts 
of religion in this land, in caſe our enemies had pre- 
vailed in the conteſt. But hitherto the Lord hath 

preſerved us from every kind and degree of perſecution, 
and we have full liberty to worſhip God according to 
our conſciences, at whatever time and in whatever place 

we chuſe. While this is the caſe, and our Bibles, our 
ſabbaths, and our religious privileges are continued to 
us; we mult be ſhamefully carna! and wgrateful, if 
merely temporal difficulties or burdens induce us to 
refuſe our tribute of thankſgiving to the Author ot: all. 
our mercies. 

The enemies, with Sh we hs ſuſtained o long 
and ſevere a conteſt, have been indeed moſt w onde rfully 
ſucceſsful in their deſigns, and in many caſes they hav 
_ prevailed againſt our forces: yet they have been uni- 
 formly baffled in all their atten pts againft this land, 
and its efſential dependencies! Surely then the Lord 
hath © wrought for his own name's lake, Ane as 3+ 
right to our tribute of grateful praiſe. | 

At the criſis, when the fleet under Lord Howe gained 
a moſt decided victory, the ſtate of things at home, as 
well as the deſigns of our foreign enemics, might have 
rendered ſuch a victory, if gained by them, of very 
dreadful contequence to us: for in all probability an 

"SE invalo! 


1 
invaſion would in that caſe have been immediately at- 
tempted, with vaſtly greater proſpect of fuccets than it 
could be at preſent. And we ſhould in every inſtance 


remember, that we are called on to be t! bankful, not only 
for ſucceſs and its effects, but tor preſervation from the 


conſequences of a defeat. 


Not to dwell on the adv antages derived from the 1 
tory obtained by Lord St. Vincent, which were very 


important; let us recollect, that on one occaſion, when 


the enemy made an attempt to land in Ireland, the un- 
ſavourable weather and contrary winds rendered it im- 


practicable for our fleets to purſue them; and many 
were either diſſatisfied or alarmed on that account, 
Yet by thoſe very winds, and that unfavourable wea- 


ther, the Lord completely fruſtrated the deſign, without 
our help. He ſeemed to lay to us, have employed, 
* and mean to employ, the conduct and vaiour of your 


* admirals, officers, and leamen, for your preſervation ;. 


and you are prone to give them the glory, and to 
* confide in them : on this occaſion therefore, I preſerve 


e you immediately by myleif, that you may {ce and 
acknowledge my hand, and aſcribe to me the honour 


due to my name.” 


Immedaately before the Lord was pleaſed to make ule 
of our fleets, in the moſt ſignal manner, for our preſer- 


vation; he gave us, by the mutiny among the ſeamen, 
the moſt convincing demonſtration how catily he couic! 
have made them the inſtruments of our deſtruction. It 


was indeed a moſt aſtoniſhing interpolition of provi— 


dence, that during that very alarming period, the fleets 


of the enemy were kept in port; and that the mutinecis 


did 
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did not unanimouſly concur in the deſigns of ſeveral 


among them, by carrying our veſſels to {ome hoſtile 
harbour. 


It is, I believe, geben underſtood, that befot the 


victory gained by Lord Duncan, the Dutch admiral 


had embarked troops and ſtores, in order that he might 
convey them to Ireland, if the paſſage were open. But 


not being able to elude the Engliſſi flect, he put back 
into harbour ; and having diſembar! ted the troops, he 
was ſent forth by the ruling powers, to riſk a battle, in 
hopes at leaſt of clearing the way for the purpoſed inva- 


lion. Had he therefore at that time gained as deciſicæ 


4 victory „as the Lord gave our fleet, he w. ould db ubt- 
leſs have accompliſhed his deſign : and ſubſequent tranſ⸗ 


actions have ſuffici ently ſhewn us, how greatly tha 
event was to be dreaded. 

The malecontents in Treland are now known to have 
held corre pondence with the French Directory, and e 
have received affuranges from them ol effectual aſſiſt- 
ance; and the time was fixed when it was ſuppoſl ed the 


nation would be ripe for open 1cbe!lion, and when the 


promiſed ſuccours hould be ſent. But by fome means. 


the parties feem to have miſunderſtood cach oth- r, ſo 
that the Iriſh were under the neceſſity of riſing, before 


their allies were ready to ſupport them. Four ſquadrons 
however were actual y prepared at different ports, to 
form one fleet for * invaſion of Ireland, in the be- 
ginning of this ſummer : but by various occurrences. 
they were all providentially retarded, till the critical 


| ſcaſon of probable ſucceſs was eiapſed ; and at laſt they 


were not able 0 unite, but ſailing leparatcly, were one 


alter 


E - 
aftcr another, cither taken, Uiſperied, or driven back 
without effecting any thing! Who can help ſeeing 
the hand of God in theſe events? For if this arma- 


ment, at the firit breaking out of the Inſh rebellion, 
had landed the ofhcers, troops, and ſtores they were 


intended to convey; the moit dicadful contequences 
i 


might have followed: and the nearaets of Ireland to this 
country might have rendered it like a fire-ſhip:11 the 


centre of a flect. Nothing, during the whole of theſe 
dangers and troubles, appcarcd to me more alarming 


than the breaking out of the Iriſh rebellion; and for 


no ſingle circumſtance have we more cauſe to be thank- 
ful, than that it has been fupprefled, with no | works 
con! equences to Great Britain. 
> Tho lurpriſing ſucceſs of the enemy on the Conti 


nent, and the dilpoſition of the conten ling powers, 


to make the beſt terms they could with the CONQUETOTS ; 


when contide Ted in connection with the vaſt prepara- 


tions that were making, and the boafting menaces 


thrown out Againſt this country, excited in the ſpring 
many fcrious apprehenſions, that an invaſion would 


actually be attempted; and whatever might be the ſuc- 
ceſs, various di ſtreſſing conſequences muſt. have fol- 
lowed. Moſt of us expected a turbulent lummer ; z-yet, 
through the mercy of God, we have never enjoyed 
more tranquillity, Whatever induced the enemy to 
ſend ſo large an armament into Egypt, inſtcad of ex- 
erting their whole force againſt Great Britain and Irc- 
land; we have reaſon to be very thankful, that they 
were diſpoſed to take another courſe, and to Icavc us in 

peace and quictnets. ge: 
I am 


61S: 
am wholly incompetent to ſpeak of the probable 
conſequences to be expected from the molt ſcaſonable 


and moſt deciſive victory gained by Lord Nelſon: but 


contraſted with the ſuppolition of the French fleet hav- 
ing obtained ſuch a victory over ours, they mult be al- 
moſt incalculable. The diminution of their naval 
torce and the ewe of our's, in ſo great a devree z and 
the probable diſappointment of their plans againſt © 
diſtant commerce, and to deprive us of one great lource 


of that wealth, by which we have been hitherto, by the 


blefiing of God, en 1bled to maintain our national inde- 
pendence, ſeems to be only a {mall part of the advan- 


tage. The effects produced on the minds of the Eu— 


ropean powers, on thofe of our own countrymen, and 


even on thoſe of the enemy, are doubtleſs very great; 
and the proſpect of our being able to weather out the 


dreadful ſtorm is proportionably augmented. 
The revolution IN France, and t the new principles 
and ſentiments circulated on that occafion, excited n 


moſt parts of Europe an enthuſialtical eagerneſs for Ui 
berty, which reſembled tNtoxiuation, or the delirium of a 
fever. 1 would by no means ſpeak againſt true liberty, 


and the rational love of it; or the endeavour to improve 

and ſecure the meaſure which we poſſeſs by every regular 
and proper means; or even the ſohet attempt to com- 
municate the bleſſing to others. But the liberty, lately 


contended for, Mas utterly incompatible with the ſtate 


of regular lociety, and the lapſed condition of human 


nature; it was indeed ſuch a File %, as Was never Ha- 


blifhed 1 in any nation, fince the begirning of the world, 
Bor ever w. ill >; while le tlie earch remains, Ir. = S delte 
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rin multitudes, in different countries, were ready to 
join the enemy, in violently ſubverting their ancient 


governments, and in ſubſtituting an untried ſyſtem, 


deviſed by ſelf- ſufficient inexperienced ſpeculators, who 
began by treating the wiſdom of former ages with pro- 


found contempt. In conſequence of theſe haſty re- 
ſolves, the tree of liberty has been planted very exten 
| fively; and now that it has produced very different 
frait from what men expected, it is too late to root it 
up, and to reſtore the former fate of LHNgS, with the 
prejpect of a gradual and rational ainelioration. But 
through the mercy of God, we have been 5 85 
till the de/irium has in ſome meaſure ſubſided; and till 
molt men have ſcen quite enough of the eflects of 
French principles reduced to practice under French Ha- 
| tronoge, to cure then! of all predile (tion for them. I 


apprehend, that by this tune, almoſt every honeſt man, 
however he may diapprove of the ſtate of things here 
in Britain, would proteſt againſt a change, to be ct- 


tected in that manner, by which jome neighbouring 


nations have been liberated from their former rulers. 
Now to be preſerved ſo long in iuch à deſtructive 


ſtorm, and until it begins to ſubſide, is a mercy which 


F 44 


ſhould excite abundant gratitude and praile, 


That union which at prefent prevails among us, in 


a determination to withſtand the deſigns of innovators 
and invaders, and in bearing the neceffary burdens, is 


4 very hopeful lymptoin, that the Lord will yet pro- 


long our tranquiility at home, and at length reitore 


peace to the nations, in a meaturc by our means. We 
arc indeed ſtill at a great diſtance from that ſtate of 


aflalrs, 
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affairs, which every humane and pious perſon mult long 
and pray for: yet hitherto the Lord hath preſerved us, 


beyond our expectations, and contrary to the confident 
predictions of many, who foreboded nothing ſhort of 
our immediate deſtruction. 


Among our many mercies, we muſt by no means 
overlook the very plentiful harveſt which the Lord has 
vouchſafed us, and the reduced price of almoſt all ll kinds 
of proviſions, When I travelled through the country 

in June, I was ready to ſay, What a beautiful prol- 


© pect do the fields preſent ? But who can tell whether 
« we ſkall reap the harveſt, or enjoy the abundance of a 


© bountiful prov! dence ?* The harveſt however is lately 
gathered in, and we are preſerved 1 in peace to enjoy our 
plenty: and at the ſame time, we have been exempted 
| from thoſe dreadful peſtilential diſeaſes, which have 
raged with deſtructive force in ſome parts of the world. 


Oh, that men would praiſe the Lord for his good- 


ee nels, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men. And let them lacrifice the facritice of thankſ- 


g, and tell out his works with gladneſs.“ 


Each of the circumſtances enumerated bears evident 
marks of the Lord's merciful interpoſition in our be- 
half: but the whole viewed together fo. concluſively 
; demonſtrates it, th at I cannot underſtand how any 
pious man, whatever bis peculiar ſentiments may be, 
can help ſceing and owning. that God hath wrought 
theſe things, and that all parties ought to join in praiſe 
and thankſeiving to his holy name. 


{2.7 I would next enquire in what ſenſe the Lord 
hath < Hd awn his hand, and wrought for his name's 
D „ Ca , 


„ :.""x6 1] 


« ſake, that it 1 not be polluted in the ſight of 


e the heathen ;” as the words may be applicable to the 
ſuhject before us. 


My brethren, we are here reminded, not to look to 
inſtruments and ſecond | cauſes, ſo as to forget the Au- 
thor of our deliverances. Let admirals, officers, ſea- 


men, and all concerned, have due commendation and 


liberal rewards : but let us not give to them that honour 
which belongs to God alone. Neither let us aſcribe our 
ſafety to our inſular ſituation, to our national ſpirit, 
the fidelity and loyalty of this or the other order ct men, 
to our pon cerful fects, or our naval {kill and proweſs : 
for we have had ſufficient proof, that theſe confidences 


muſt have failed us, and haſtened dur ruin, if the Lord 
himſelf had not been Our protector. Let us then ac- 
knowledge his goodneſs, as well in beſtowing on us ur 
peculiar advantages, as in making uſe of th em for cur 


preſervation in the criſis of danger. 


gut we muſt be at leaſt equally careful not to conſider 
Our ſucceſs as in any degree the recompence of our own 
righteou! cſs : for did the occaſion permit, it would be 


ealy for me to lead your attention through a variety of 
ſcenes, deſcriptive of our national character, and exhi- 


bitinz ſuch ungodlineſs and wickedne!s in every rank 
and Order of the con munity, as would fully repos 


your minds for the alarming enquiry, Shall not ] vi 


« ſor theſe things > faith the Lord; and Fol not = 


& ſou! be avenged on ſuch a nation as this?” A man 
muſt either be very ignorant of the Rate of things in 
this country, or he mult judge of them by a very dif- 

es 5 ferent 
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ferent rule than the word of God ; not to be convinced 


that, at the very time when each of the mercies before 
enumerated was b. ſtowed, the Lord micht very juſtly 


have executed venzeance upon us by the m-{t deſolat- 


ing judgments. My brethren, the miniſters of Chriſt, 
do not mean, on this occaſion, to retract the reproofs and 
warnings, which they have repeatedly given on the days 


appointed for humiliation, faſting, and prayer : but | 


rather to uſe the conſideration of oui national guilt, in 


order to ſet off and commend the rich mercy of God, in 
ſparing and delivering us. We do not indeed with to 


palliate the crimes ot our enemies, which have been 
| 2 


moſt enormous: but © are there not with us alſo fins 
* againſt the Lord our God,” of a very aggravated na- 
tube Sins not in the leaſt repented of, but obſtinately 
perſiſted in, againſt the full leſt conviction, a and the moſt 
ſolemn warnings ? And, conſidering all our religious 
| advantages, it is not ealy for us to determine which na- 
tion has moſt deeply provol ed the anger of Almi2ty 
God. We may indeed adopt tlie words « f Mies to 


; Iſrael . Spa thou nct in thine heart, aſter that the 
"ot 


Lord thy God hath c.ſt them out froin before thee, 


« ſaying, For my rightcouſne{; the Lerd hath brought 
*« me in to Hoſſeſ-. this land. But for the wickedneſs 


« of theſe nations the Lord doth drive them out from 


before tice. Nut for thy rig! t2oufnels, nor tor the 
„ 


| uprigut neſs of thy heart, doſt tl thou 80 In 10 poſfeſs 


the land; but for the wickedneſs of thele nations the 


«Lord 55 God doth drive them out from before 
* thee.” (Deut. ix. 5—8.) Maay reaſons might be 


| aſſigned, why the Lord ſhould interpoſe in our 
. behalf, for the honour of his own name: yet Our 


BOY national 
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national character and conduct, as in any ſenſe entrt/ing 


us to ſuch a ſavour, is not one of them: but they are 
all exactly ſimilar to thoſe aſſigned in the chapter of our 


text, why the Lord ſpared Iſrael, while their ſins called 
; loudly for his vengeance upon them. 
It hath jleaſed our grations-God to ſend the light of 
his goſpel into this land : and, notwithſtanding all our 
heinous crimes, we have not by any national act in any 
degree renounced the profeſſion of Chriſtian ty. On 
tue contrary, the holy ſcriptures are fo far hau in hondur, 
that they are by authority read continuaily in every part 
of the land; and y various ways copies of them are 
5 multiplied, and diſperſed among all ranks in the com- 
munity. Some degree of regard is ſtill paid to the holy ; 
day of God; and very many inſtances, in which it is 
profaned, directly violate the law of the land, as well as 
break God's commandment : while proviſion is alſo 
made, that publick worſhip ſhould be every where 
maintained, and divine ordinances regularly adminiſ- 
tered, Thele things, in ſome circumſtanccs, might 
3 us very little, if at all; and no doubt they tend 


xcecdingly to aggravate the guilt of multitudes. But 


wie are now contend ng with an enemy, which hath, by 
Public national atts virtnaliy abrogated the Chriſtian 


ſabbath, treated the ſcriptures with marked contempt, 


and almoſt wholly renounced Chriſtianity : : while many 


of the principal actors in theſe ſcenes have vented the 


moſt daring blaſphemies againſt the Lord Jeſus him- 
felf ; nay, have in the very ſenate, uttered, 201th general 


approbation, the language of the moſt unqualified athe- 


iſm! Now if the Lord ſhould permit this people, in 


ſuch a ſpirit, to ſucceed in their deſigns againſt this 
land; 


e e e EY 125 * its * "ey 


. bo AA”! $a, Le 


EM 
* 


e AM 


by 
* 
: 
1 
a 
» 
— 
Ft 
855 
; 


E011 


land ; they would be emboldened in their impiety, in- | 


fult over our rehgion, and confider themſelves as proſ- 
pered in their determination to caſt off the yoke of 


Chriſt, and ſubvert his cauſe in the world. If there- 
fore, the Lord ſhould at length determine to puniſh us 
according to our deſerts; it ſeems probable, that he 
will not employ our preſent enemies for that purpoſe ; 


or that he will previouſly reduce them to another ſtate 


of mind, and lead thoſe in authority to proteſt againſt 5 


the blaſphemies, and repeal the laws, of their predeceſ- 


ſors, againſt Chriſt and his holy religion. © I faid, I 


«« would ſcatter them into corners, I would make the 


9 remembrance of them to ceaſe from among men: 
were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, leſt. 


« their adverſaries ſhou'd behave themſelves ſtrangely ; 


and leſt they ſhould ſay, Our hand is high, and the 
e Lord hath not done all this.“ (Deut. xxxii. 22—28.) 


The Aſſyrians not only conquered the ſurrounding 
gentile nations, but likewiſe the idolatrous kingdom of 


Iſrael; and Sennacherib thought he had prevailed 
againſt the God of I ſrael: but when he attacked Judah, 

where true religion was ſupported and countenanced by 
authority; the honour of Jehovah was concerned in 


effectually filencing the boaſtings and blaſphemies of the 
intulting invader ; notwithſtanding the hypocriſy and 
enormous wickedneſs of great numbers of the Jewiſh . 


8 nation. 


I cannot on this occaſion 3 the fatisfackion I 
felt, in comparing the letter of our Britiſh admiral, 


with the diſpatches from the F rench general in Egypt, 
which arrived about the ſame time. It hath pleaſed 
Almight; 7 God to give a great ho to his Majeſty's 


lleet, 
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« flect,” ſays the victorious Nelſon, whoſe courage and 
conduct have excited univerſal admiration - thus ra- 
tionally aſcribing the glory to the Lord of hoſts himſelf: 
on the other band, the F NO ONE? TONER that 


(#7 waging war axainft ſuperſiition,) he and his ſoidiers 
unite in the celebration of Mahometan fe vas: he 


thro 1s the blame of the defeat of the French fleet on 
the deſtinies ; yet, ſpeaking of Forture as a real perſon, 
he makes her Vis deity, and ſays, ſhe favoured bim as 


long as it was neceſſary ! So lung as God is thus onen'y 
 acknowledzed by us, and deſpiſed or defied by our enc- 


mies; we may hope, that,“ he will withdraw his hand, 


© and work for his name's ſake, that it ſhould not be 


« 1 oliuted in the fight of the heathen.” 
{dec 1 cannot but entertain ſome prevaliing confi- 
dence, that the example f ſo diſtinguiſhed a character 


as Lord Nelſon, will produce further good effects in 
tuis particular; and lead numbers, who have hitherto 
inconſidcrately ſpoken another language, not only to 


acknowledge the hand of God by ſuitable words, but 
to conſider, that he alone gives capacity for every un- 
dertabing, and CIOW1S our De with deſired ſuc- 


Cells. 


From the era of the Reformation to this preſcnt 
time, it math pleatid God to make this nation one prin- 
cp 1 tup;o.t of the Proteſtant religion; which may be 
contder: d, with alas, not many exceptions, as the cauſe 
Of Chratianity tcl. On thi: account likewiſe his gli y 
hath been c ncerned in our protection; formerly again. 


tie vehement aitaults of popith powers, and lately 


a2ainit the deſigns of infidels and atheiſts: for could 


cituer of theſe parties have accompliſhed their avowed 


deſigns 
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deſigns reſpecting us; the intereſts of true religion in 
Europe would, as far as we can ſee, have been greatly 
endangered. The Lord hath indeed irequently made 
uſe of ſuch enemies tor our ſevere correction: but © he 
e hath not delivered us over as a prey unto their tecth.” 
How long, however, our prelervation may be neceſſary 
for the accompliſhment of his wife and righteous pur- 


poſes, we cannot tell : and, unleſs a great change thould 
take Place in our national character, he will, when his 


Plan no longer requires us, caſt us off; as he did the 
Jews after the coming of Chriſt, and the propa gation 


of the goſpel among the gentiles. 


There is like: wiſe in theſe nations, 45 there was in 
Iſrael of old, even in the w orſt of times, a remnant of - 


true believers ; and this little Bock enjoys ſecurity and 


liberty of conſcience. Now 1t is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the honour of God is, in many caſes at leaſt, con- 


cerned, to defend a country where his people are pro- 


tected and countenanced. Indeed it may be quefti oed 


: whether any nation can be ſaid to have filled up its mea- 
fure of iuiquity, white a conſiderable number of true 


believers remain in it, and are unmoleſted by perſecu- 
tion. The Chriſtians had lor been cruelly perſecuted 
by the Jews, and had lepara. ? els from them, 


before the predi &ed vengeance was poured out upon 


that devoted nation. 

The number of real. Chriſtians in Britain, though 
ſmall in compariſon of the inhabitants at large, would, 
| truſt, if collected together, form a very confiderubie 
company. All theſe truly repent of their own fins, and 


are humbled for them as a part of our national guiit-; 


dis | | | | they 
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they all “ ſigh and mourn for the abommations”” that 
prevail; they proteſt againſt them, and endeavour in 
{ome meaſure to counteract them. They are decidedly 
on the Lord's part in the midſt of the abounding infi- 
delity, iniquity, and impiety of the nation; and, ac- 
cording to the degree of their faith, grace, and knowledge 
of the ſcriptures, they pray for the peace of the land 
in which they enjoy peace. They pretend not indeed 
to intercede with the energy and ſucceſs of Abraham; 

or of Moſes, Joſhua, Elijah, Itaiah, Hezekiah, Da- 
niel, or others, who prevailed in prayer for lirael of 
old : but they uſe the ſame plea, both in their own 
behalf, and in behalf of the nation; and beſcech the a 
Lord to ſpare and deliver us, for the honour of his 
name, that it ſhould not be polutcc 1 in the light of 
« the heathen.” . 5 

Several miniſters have united, within the courſe of 
the year, to excite their own and each other's congre- hy 
gations, to pray earneſtly for our beloved country, in 
| theſe perilous and critical times: and, while infidels 
deride, and mere politicians overlook, ſuch means of 
national preſervation ; it is afflictive to obſerve, that 
ſome, whom we would conſider as brethren, have miſ- 
underſtood us, and have ſuppoled that we meant to 
_ excite people to pray for the deftruftiom of our enemies, 
and the gratification of national ambition, rapacily, or 
reſentment, by boo victories. But, 1 think, I may 
anſwer for moſt of thoſe concerned, and probably for 
every individual; that to be preſerved from invaſions, 
civil wars, and perſecutions; and to have the invaluable 
bleſling of religious light and liberty continued to us 
5 8 and 
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and to our poſterity, bas formed the ſubſtance of out 
united ſupplications in this reſpect. We ſhould have 
been rejoiced. if the rulers of France would have formed 
devices, ſo lalutary to themſelves and tate to their 
neighbours, that we could explicitly and cordially have 

betought the Lord to proſper them: but if they will 
perſiſt in attempting to make this country the feat of 
war, to inundate it with blood, to overturn our govern- 
ment, and deſtroy our GS we mult continue to 
Pray, Abate their pride, aſſuage their malice, and 
* confound their devices. We Have prayed efſpecialiy 
for peace; and it would have cratified every feeling of 
our hearts, to have been ſecured from the dangers whic' 
impended over. us, without the loſs of a ſingle lite 
but if the J ord God of our ſalvation ſces good to an- 
ſwer us, * hy terrible thing; in eee „% who 
<« are we that we ſhe uld reply againſt God?“ Heze- 
kiah and Ifalah donbtleſs would have prefer rred the 
ſoftening, bumbling, and changing of Sennacherib's 
| heart. tO tit? . deftruction os h1s Army ; but if he contt- 


> 


3 


nue to boaſt, menace, and hl! pheme ; and the Lord 


22 


declare, that he will © put a hook in his noſe, and 
« bridle in bis lips, and turn him back by the way in 
& which ho came ;* and it it pleaſe the fountain of 1 
dom and zullice to do this, even by the : wetul deſtru 

tion of an hundred and eien tive outing? Ie 

ſhall the protected and delivered jervants of God = 
rel with him on this account, or refute to render in! 
their tribute of grateful praiſe? Itruft, numbers Hate 
praved in the ſpirit of humble faith, and love, and zeal 
ior the honour of God and the intereſts of true religion: 
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and verily the Lord hath heard us, he hath hitherto 
confounded the devices of our enenues, and hath pre- 


ſerved peace in our borders. The honour of his name, 
we truſt, rendered it proper for him to anſwer the 


prayers of his people; while with one conſent many 
| thouſands pleaded, « O Lord, though our IN1qQUIUES | 
« teſtify againſt us, do thou' it for thy name's 
„ ſake.” On all theſs accounts therefore he hath 
withdrawn his hand: and notwithſtanding our provo— 


cations we are preſerved, for the fame reaſons which 


induced him to ſpare and protect the nation of itrac? 
"ny many revolving ages. 


(3) 1 proceed therefore, in the laſt place, to deduce 
ſome practical inſtructions from the preceding view of 
our national mercies and our preſent circumſtances. In 


doing this we muſt particularly advert to the ſpecial 


object of this day appointed for publick thankſgiving. 


We are, my brethren, met together, to return thanks 


to Almighty God, not for the reſtoration of peace and 
the proſpect of permanent tranquillity ; but for preſer- 


vation in the midſt of a moſt perilous and deſtructive 


war: and even this preſervation muſt be aſcribed to the 
Lord's ſpecial unmerited mercy thewn to a moſt guilty 
land, for the purpoſes of his own glory. We cannot 


therefore conſiſtently give the leaſt countenance to that 
ſpirit of boaſting, exulting, and vaunting ourſelves, or 


our countrymen, above others, which is natural to men 


amidſt ſignal ſucceſſes. A conſiſtent Chriſtian, will be 


pained to hear of Britain's ruling the waves; for he 
knows that the Lord alone poſſeſſes the reer autho- 


rity 
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rity over the ſea and the dry land; and gives dominion 
to whom he pleaſes, and for what term of time he 
pleaſes. He cannot liſten with patience, much leſs with 
p/eaſure, to vain glorious declamations on the great 
things we have done, or the honour and glory of Bri- 
tain among the nations; for he knows, that © Except 
the Lord of hoſts had left unto us a very {mall rem- 
% nant, we ſhould have been like gy: and Gomor- 
te rah. „ The Lord ” indeed, hath done great 
66 things for us, for which we rejoice,” with humble 
gratitude and admiration : and he hath enabled many 
of our countrymen to fill up their places in a proper 
manner, and hath honoured them as his inſtruments in 
our preſervation. To him therefore belongs glory and 
praiſe; but to us“ belong ſhame and confuſion of face,” 
for our numerous and heinous provocations. It is of 
_ * the Lord's mercies we are not contumed :* ' and our 
mutual congratulations, as well as thankſoivings, ſhould 
| be tempered with deep humility and ſelf-abaſement. 
A confident ſpirit too is peculiarly unſuitable to our 
character and ſituation. We have been indeed hitherto 
preſerved from ſhipwreck in a moſt tremendous ſtorm, 
during which many have been daſhed on the rocks or 
ſunk in the ocean: but tlie hurricane fill rages, and 
may ſoon, for what we know, become more furious 


than ever. The very means, by which God hath hi- 


therto preſerved us, may eaſily be turned againſt us: 
and we are in all reſpects entirely in the hands of Him, 
© who for our fins is moſt juſtly diſpleaſed.” © Rejoice 
with trembling ”” ſhould therefore be our motto, — 
Even if peace on the moſt defirable terms were ratified; 
1.2 the 
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28 
the man, who judges according to the Bible, would not 
think our condition by any means fafe ; to long as a 


general reformation of manners and an effectual kevin | 
of religion have not taken place, and ſo long as even 


ſanctioned injuſtice, oppreſſion, and cruelty, however 
proteſted againſt, ſtill maintain their ground. The par- 
ticular call of the day is to bleſs and praiſe the Lord for 


his mercies : but the general call of the times is to 
< weeping and mourning, and girding with fack-cloth.” 


We may indeed humbly hope, that he who © hath de- 


« hyered, and doth deliver, will yet deliver“ us: but 


Wwe ſhould beware of {ecli-conndence; or confidence in 


cur national reſources, our fleets and armies, our valour 


und good policy, or in an arm of fleſh however cxerted. 


Xe We cught at leaſt to be cqually upon our guard 
againſt gl preſumptuous confidence, like that of the 


Jens, «The ennie of the Lord, the : temple of the 


Lord, are theſe; while no care is t taken to © amend. 

* our ways and our doings:“ from a vain imagination 
that the Lord will certainly deliver us, even though we 
continue to act, as if we thought ourſelves delivered on 
purpoſe to proceed 1 in our rebellious courſes, For my 


Part, I (hall never think the danger over, till a general 


endeavour be manifeſted among all ranks and orders of 


men in the land, to promote the cauſe of genuine 
Chriſtianity, in principle and practice, through their 
| ſeveral circles; attended by a conſcientious performance 
of the duties of their ſeveral places, and improvement 
of their various talents, to the honour of God and the 
good of men: and till a general proteſt be entered 


againſt cvery ſpecies of infidelity, impiety, oppreſſion, 
Nen 


E 

venality, and profligacy. For the int aſion of the land | LY 
theſe fpreading evils, is far more formidable to the ſpi- 
ritual mind, than even that of the moſt numerous and 
well appointed armics of enraged enemies; and indeed 
it is now making more dire havock among men's fouls, 
than the French themſelves have hitherto made ot their 
bodies. 1 8 

It is li iber e Pect inarly incumbent on us, to watch 
againſt all impatience under the preffures of the times. 
We ou by compare our burdens, loſſcs, and trials, with 
thoſe which we have deſl Ten and which have actually 
deſolated many ot; zer countries: and thus, while we 
cannot but feel, that the war has greatly impoveriſhed 


2 
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and diſtreſſed num aber: - and. {till bears very heavily on 
| us; the ſpirit of murmuring ell give place to 1 
patience, contentment, and lively gratitude. 7 Indeed 
this is the grand ditticult; v, in reſpect ct the ler rice We 


are now eng Sed in. Per while pride and love 6f 


worldly objects prevail in men's hearts; ane. the ſtate 
of things ol y.iinnede< their deſired fuccefs, and 


involves them in nu nifold di giculties EP lere aits; it 1s 
F 
vain to expeck that they 


thanktu! IGr the meic WY ident! inte rpobtior. Or a me I Ci- 
tul providence, to preterve them from vaftly more 


will be truly and durably 


dreaclſul calamities. And as cven pious Chriſtians arc 
far from that depth of humility and fervency of {piritual 
affec riolls, w hich become their ch. racter and ſituation: 
the lame cauſes A them >roportionably Prone to 


im pat ience, and backward to the fiveet c uty of praiſe 
and thankſgiving. Hence it ariſes, that it is more dif- 
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in this moft reaſonable ſervice, than perhaps in any other: 
and wfeigned gratitude to God, in ſome meaſure pro- 


portioned to his unmerited ineſtimable benefits, is al- 


moſt, if not abſolutely, the moſt uncommon attain- 


ment in the world. But the due conſideration of the 


evil and deſert of fin; of our own exceeding ſinfulneſs; 
of the miſcries which a juſt and merciful God is pleaſed 
to inflict on our fallen race in this world, and to threaten 
in another; on the riches of redeeming love, and the 
ſufferings of the divine Saviour; on the privileges and 
_ proſpects of the real Chriſtian, and his infinite obliga- 
tions to the Gor! of his ſalvation, which are daily and 
5 hourly accaumu dating ; and on the bleſſed inheritance 
reſerved for him in heaven, after the light and momen- 


tary afflictions of this preſent world: Theſe reflections, 


I fay, are ſuited to counteraft our propenſity to ingra- 
titude, to repreſs our murmurs, and to make us fervent 
in thankfulneſs, when otherwiſe we might repine in 
proud and ſullen diſcontent. 
Wie ſhould likewile, my brethren, conſider, how the 
view we have taken of the ſubject ſuggeſts the moſt 
powerful motives and encouragements to per ſevering 
tmportunty in prayer. Let it is to be feared, that many, 
who, in the criſis of danger and alarm, telt the propri- 
ety of joining in this important ſervice, are grown ſlack 


in wreſtling with God for the land, even in conſequence 


of having apparently begun to prevail! But is not this 
moſt unreaſonable, as well as ungrateful? Surely the 
language of the Pfalmiſt contains the proper ſentiment 
on this occaſion ; © I love the Lord, becauſe he hath 


4 heard my voice, and my Tuppheation; becauſe he 


« hath 


— no or rome my — 


I 

© hath inclined his ear unto me; 7herefore will I call 
e upon him as long as J live.” (Pf. cxvi. 1, 2.) And 
the words of the Apoſtle form our proper inſtruction; 
Continue in prayer, and watch in the ſame with 
« thankiziving. (Col. iv. 2.) Let us then, beloved, 
not only pert, in publick, in our families, and our clo- 
ſets, (daily, but more copiouſly, if we have opportunity, 
on the Lord's day,) to beſeecli the Lord to ſpare our 
guilty land, and to avert the calamitics that ſtill threaten 
us: but let us allo take courage to hope and pray for 
ſtill more abundant and important bleſſings ; for © the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
0 much; “ and, “ if two of you,” (of Chriſt's true diſ- 
 ciples,) “ ſhall agree on earth, as touching any thing 
e that they ſhall aſk ; it ſhall be done for them of my 
„Father which is in Been - (Matt. xvill. 19, 20.) 
It may, perhaps, be uſeful here to remark, that Iſaiah, 
whoſe prayer availed ſo much againſt the power of the 
proud blatpheming Sennacherib ; when he ſaw the glory 
of Ifrael's God and witnetled the adorations of the ex- 
alted ſeraphim, cried out, © Woe is me, for I am un- 
done, for I am a man of unclean lips:“ and that 
before Job was honoured to be the appointed and ac- 
cepted interceſſor for his friends, he was brougbt to 
ſay, „ abhor myſelf, and repent in dutt and athes.” 
Let none then from conſcious and lamented unworthi- 
neſs yield to diſcouragement i in praying tor the land, 

in expecting a gracious anſwer to their feeble ple a. . 
tions. One ſoldier indeed can do little towards refiſting 
an invading army: but if every ſoldier on hat pr elence 
al: ferted his poſt, the land would be left defencelels : 


lke 
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1. 
uke manner every Chriſtian, who on this or any other 
ground, refuſes to join his prayers in this emergency, 
deferts his poſt ; and did all his brethren imitate the 
example, our land would be left expoled and defencelels 
indeed! 

While ſome perſuade themſelves that the obſtructions 
to a ſafe and deſirable peace are few and ſmall; others 
ſeem to think, that they are and muſt for a long time 
continue abſolutely inſurmountable. But, whatever 


they may be, if the whole company of Chriſtians in 
Britain could be induced to unite in fervent prayer tor 
this moſt deſirable bleſſing, 1 in behalf of this land, and 
ol the harafſed nations on the continent; I am perſuaded 
ve ſhould ſoon be called upon to join in th ankſgivings 
for peace. If we wreſtle and prev: ail with God, as Jacob 


did, we ſhall alſo prevail with men. How effec- 


tually did Nehemiah's ciaculation, «e o Lord give me 


* favour in the fight of this man,” avail to the reſtora- 


tion of the almoit hopeleſs ſtate of Terufalem and Judah ' 


Whena man's ways pleuſe the Lord, he maketh his 
*© encmics to be at peace with him ;”” and, we have 
ground from our ſucceſs hitherto, to 92958 confidently, 


that he will hear our ſupplications in this reipect alſo, 


and diſpoſe the hearts of our enemies cordiza; ly to deſire 


peace; or place thoſe in autho:ity who are deſirous of 


it; or by ſome other means remove e every obſtacle, though 
to us it appear an immoveable mountain. And it 
would I own give me far greater ſatisfaction to have the 


prayers of the church of God in Britain confidered, as 


the means of reſtoring peace to the nations, than as 
avalling for the moſt; brilliant victorics Nay, I feel no 
heſitation 


{33-3 
hefitation in adding, that I ſhould unſpeakably more 
rcjoice, if God would diſpoſe and aſſiſt us to pray, and 
anſwer our prayers, for poor, oppreſſed, and almoſt de- 
ſolated France, and ſend to its inhabitants the bleſſings 
of peace, true rational liberty, good government, and 
the goſpel of ſalvation ; than to ſee her proſtrate at the 
leet of Britain, ſupplicating peace on the mot hum [1 
ating terms. 

But let us not ſtop e even here, my - brethren : Let us 
allo take encouragement from pait ſucceſs, to pray more 
earneſtly and conſtantly, that “ the W may be 
1 poured out upon us from on high: ” that all the 

miniſters of religion, however diſtinouithed, may he 11- 
« luminated with the true knowledge and underſtanding 
of the holy word of God, and both by their life and 
doctrine ſet it forth and ſhew it accorc. ingly : „ wat” 
all who are called Chriſtians may be led into the way 
of truth, and hold the faith, in unity of ſpirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life :* that 
_ purity in doctrine and practice may adorn every part of 
the Chriſtian church; and that every thing, which 
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breaks its harmony, deiorms its beauty, or weakens the 
energy of its teſtimony to the truth, may be removed: 
that labourers and faithful ſtewards of God's myſteries 
may be ſent forth and multiplied : that an eftectual 
| ſtand may be made :gainſt infidelity, impiety, and every 
ſpecies of Antichriſtianity: that heaven'y wiſdom and 
grace, with every bleſſing, temporal and ſpiritual, may 
be abundantly conferred on our gracious Sovereign, and 
every branch of the roya! family ; on our nobles, coun- 
ſellors, miniſters of ſtate, ſenntors, magiſtrates, and all 
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who poſſeſs power and influence; and that each perſon, 


in his vocation and cal.ing, may g'orify God, and ſerve 
his generation, faithfuily and effectually. Let us be 
very particular, fre uent, and importunate in ſuppli— 
cations to this effect rememberiug, from time to time, 
all the different orders and def. riptions of men in the 
nation ; the ſeminaries of publick or private e Jucation, 


eſpecial;y thoſe in which young perſons are educated, 


on whom the charge of ſu poriing true religion, or con- 
ducting publick butineſs, will ere long devolve; the 


Plans formed for training up properly the children ot 


the poor, preventing crimes, reforming the VICIOUS, or 
alleviating miſcry; and cf cctal.y every plan for ſpread. 
ing the goſpel ol ſaly ation in the world, 

If laying afide all party diſputes, Ch iſtians in general i 
would cordially unite in prayers to this effe-t ; without 
any doubt, we ſhould ſpeedily witneſs a bleſſed charge 


In this manner the Apoſtles and diſciples, (about! 
perſons,) continued with one accord in prayer and 8 
plication, from the aſcenſion of Chriſt to the day of 


Pentecoſt, when * the Spirit was poured out upon them 


from on high: .“ and then in a ſh It time, their num- 


bers were increaſed to many tens of thouſands, and ſuch 


a revolution took place in the world, among Jews and 
| gentiles, as a little while before muſt have appeared al- 
moſt impoſſible. 


Again, the preceding ſtatement of our natic nal 
mercics and ſituation loudly calls on every one of 


us to improve our advantages while they are con— 


tinued to us. It may be feared, that many join the 


publick rejoicing for victories and ſucceſs, and perhaps 


feel a kind of tranſient natural gratitude for preferyation, 
| like 


. 
like that of Iſracl at the Red Sea, who © ſoon forgat 
« the works of God, and waited not for his counſel.” 
(PC. cv. 12—14. )—And am I not even now addreſſing 
myſelf to many individuals, who are very cager for 
news, warm in difputing about politicks, elated by vic- 
tories, alarmed and dejected by defeats; but who ſtill 
continue to trample on the commandments and neglect 
the great ſalvation of God. To every perſon of this 
deſerivtion I would fay, Poor deluded mortal | „ Deſpiſ- 
eſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, 
and long: ſuffering; not knowing that the goodneſs 
<« of God leadeth thee to repentance ? but after thy 
* hardneſs and impenitent heart, treafureſt up unto 
„ thylelf wrath, againſt the day of wrath, and revelation. 
«« of the righteous judgment of God, who will render 
« to every man according to his works ?”—* The end 
* of all things is at hand,” —“ Behold the Judge ſtand- 
« eth at the door.“ For what is your life? it is 
« eyen a vapour which continucth a little while, and 
« then vaniſheth away.” And what will national 
_ deiverances and ſuccels avail, when God thall fas 
Thou fool. this night thy foul ſhall be ind « of 
e thee.” To rierform' of this deicription, (alas, it is moſt 
lament able to obſerve how they every where abound,) 
1 Would with all earnefineſs and aitection ay, Seek | 
e the Lord, while he may be found : Call ve upon 
him while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his 


* way, and the unrightcous man his thoughts; and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy. 
« C 


upon him, and to our God and he wiil abundantly 
85 Pardon.“ „Bel 191d now is the accepted Lo, be- 
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hold now 15 the day of ſalvation.” Nay, though it 
is a day of holy joy to believers, 1 would alſo add, 
+ Beafllified,and mourn, and weep : let your laughter 
be turned into mourning, and your joy into heavi- 
„ neſs: humble yourſclves under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time.“ 

Should the Lord give us up to deſerved ruin, and 
deprive us of our invaluable, but alas, greatly deſpiſed, 


religious advantages; the lois would moſt awelully be 


felt in che event, not by thoſe who prize and improve 
them, but by you who neglect them, and who are noW 
the leaſt concerned about their preſervation. Hear there- 
825 the words of the Saviour and Judge of the world, 


© Yet alittle while is the Light with you: walk while ye 
* have the Light; leſt darkneis come upon you; tor 
he that w alketh i in darkneſs, knoweth not whither he 


06. « 8 While ye have the Light believe in the Light, 


that ye may be the children of Light.” 
The believer likes ite ſhould carneſtl ly be called upon 


to improve his ads -antages, wink they are continued; 


wot only in © giving diligence to make his calling and 


election ſure; but in © doing good to all men,” as 


he has opportunity and ability ; “* Redeeming the time, 
| becaufe the dus are evil.” It would be abſurd, my 
brethren, to pray lol bleſſings on our beloved country, 


without ung proper means in order to ſecure thote 
bleflings. An example of quict a nd pcaccable ſubjec- 


tion, and the uic of all our influence to promote union 
and order, ſhould accompany our prayers for preſer— 
vation from domeſtick diſturbances: and ſtill more 
important is it that our Prayers, tur ſpiritual bleflings, 

ſhould 


[49-3 oh 
ſhould be followed by the improvement of our ſeveral 
talents, to promote the cauſe of Chriſtianity in our te- 
veral circles. It ſeems evident, on {criptural principles, 
that the company of real believers, who unite in prayer 


for the land, conſtitutes its beſt ſecurity in theſe alarm- 


ing times: and in proportion as they underſtand and 
perform their ſeveral parts conſiſtently ; the number 


of them may be expected to increale. While there- 
fore, they to whom the care of outwardly providing for 


our national defence, are ſedulouſiy employed, in en- 
liſting and diſciplining ſoldiers, and manning our navy, 


by which the torce of the nation becomes gradually more 


formidable : it is our concern to uſe every means of 
increaſing the number of true Chriſtians, and of pro- 


moting their edification ; that theſe peaceful warriors 


may be multiplied, and rendered more expert and 


prompt in the ule of their {piritual armour. If 


every real believer thou! d, in the courſe of a fe 
Years, be an inſtrument. of adding but one or two to this 


company; the number would ſoon be doubled or tre- 
bled. If every faitliful miniſter {ſhould be proſpered, 


beſides his other ulefulneſs, in calling forth one or two 
to preach the goſpel fuly and effectually ; what a pro- 
greſs might we expect to make in a couric of time 


And if Chriſtians in general were better acqualuted with | 
every part of their holy religion; they would much 
mor echty one another, and“ It their light ſhine more 


ee before men.“ 

Parents, maſters of families, and all peel who 
have influence over others, ſhou!d diligently ſtudy the 
duties of their feveral relations, and carneſtly pray to be 

5 enabled 
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enabled properly to fulfil them. They ſhould be verv 
aſſiduous in correcting whatever is faulty in their own 
conduct and tempers, and in exhibiting genuine Chriſ- 
tianity in its native beauty by their examples; while 


they endeavour by their converſation and every ſuitable 


means, to recommend it to others. The effect of tuch 
a plan, if generally adopted and cordially entered on by 
all real Chriſtians, would probably in the courſe of a 
few years be immenſe. This, this, my brethren is the 


grand thing wanting among us: the revival of religion 


muſt begin in rhe tl and when they who preach and 


profes the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, ſhall with 
one conſent make it their leading aim to © let their con- 
* verſation be, as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt;“ 

While they Raid faſt in one {prrit, with one mind, 
„ ſtriving together for the faith of the goſpel ;” I have 


no doubt but a general and rapid ipread of true religion : 
will be witneſſed ; notwithſtanding all the conſpiracies 


/ infidels, or the efforts and expectations of ſuch as ſe- 


dulouſly devite to ſubſtitute a more p/1.o/oplical ſyſtem 


in the room of the doctrine of God our Saviour. In- 


deed, whenever ic ſhall pleaſe the Lord to enlarge the 
Botrdartes of his church, according to the prophecies 
of his holy word ; he wii, we may be confident, pre- 
viouſly purify her from all falſe doctrine, ſuperſtition, 


and iniquity ; and rouſe his people from lukewarmneſs; 


take them off from unprofitable diſputes ; cure them of 
their propenſity to make ſome doctrines, that are much 
controverted but ill underſtoc d, an excuſe for neglect- 


ing their moſt evident dutics ; and cxcite them to im- 
prove their leveral talents to due glory of his name. 


Let 


9-1 
Let me further obſerve, my brethren, that the prin- 
ciple, on which I have attempted to explain the deal- 
ings of providence in reſpect of this nation, is no other 
than Lat of Chrifttanity itſe/f : ſo that every true believer, 
reviewing his paſt experience and conduct, will perceive 
and en acknowledge, that the Lord © hath 
*« wrought,” in reſpect of him, „for his own name's 
„ ſake ;” and will be able to form the ſentiment into a 
powerful plea, in prayer for all that js yet wanting to 
complete his ſalvation ; and to enable him through life, 
to act conſiſtently with his proteſtion, and to be“ ſted- 
faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
« the Lord, as knowing that his labour is not in vain 
« in the Lord.” Whatever wiſdom, or ability is ne- 
_ cellary to the magiitrate, the miniſter, the parent, the 
head of a family, or the man poſſeſſed of wealth and 
influence, in order to fill up his Nation. to the honour 
of the goſpel ; he may on this ground confidently ex- 
pect it, in anſwer to his prayers, notwithſtanding his 
conſcious unworthineſs: becauſe the g/ory of the Lord is 
concerned in the conduct of every inclividual who pro- 
ſeſſes his truth; which will be diſhonoured, yea, blaſ- 
_ phemed, among unbelicy ers 11 he act inconſiſtently 
with his profeſſion. 
To conclude, it is not neceſſary, that I 1 ſhould ſpeal 5 
particularly to you, my brethren, on the way in which 
we ought to celebrate a day of publick th anklgiving. 
The diſciple of Chriſt cannot miſtake corral mirth for 
Jumble gratitude. My rejoicing, for the moſt ſeaſonab'e 
and important victories, muſt be mingled with ſy mpa- 
tlictick tears on account of the numbers, whether friends 
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or foes, who are bowed down with a load of forrow for 
events connected with our national ſucceſs. This can- 


not conſiſt with boi/7orous exiting joy: but it ſuits with 
the ſpirit of reffectiny admiring gratitude, and tends to 


_ preſerve the mind from every extreme. 


Though unable, trom peculiar circumſtances, to 
adopt the fame plan; yet I cannot but bear my teſti- 


mony on this occation to the conduct of thoſe miniſters 


2nd congregations, who accompany their grateful tri- 
bute of adoring praiſes to our gracious God, with pub- 
lick collections, for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of thote our detenders who have fallen in battle, or for 


other charitable purpoſes. A hint is ſufficient ; your 
individual hberality may ſupply the want of a publick 
contribution: and the money that numbers ſpend in 


intemperate feaſtings, and other cuſtomary expreſſions 
of joy; if employed in relieving diſtreſs, and making 
glad the heart of the ſorrowful, as the genuine effect of 


evangelical principles, will be“ fruit which ſhall abound 


&« to your own account ;” yea, it will be, * a ſacrifice, 
acceptable, well- pleaſing unto God,” through Chriſt 
Teſus our Lord; to whom, with the Father and the 
eternal Spirit, the One God of our falvation, be 
aſcribed glory and honour, praiſe and thankſgiving. 
for ever and cver, Amen, Ts 


THE END. 


